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Rate Falls below U.S. Rate for First Time Since 2001  
 
South Carolina closed out 2013 with a significant drop in the seasonally-adjusted unemployment rate to 
6.6 percent in December, down from 7.1 percent in November. After showing little movement through 
late spring and summer, the rate has trended downward during the final four months of the year, marking 
a drop of 1.5 percentage points since August. This is the first month since January 2001 that South 
Carolina’s unemployment rate has been lower than the national rate. 
 
The estimated number of unemployed persons in December was 142,371, a decrease of 9,800. The 
number of those employed increased 10,572 to a level of 2,011,198. The labor force was estimated at 
2,153,569 people, showing a small increase from November’s level of 2,152,797.  
 
Since December 2012, the unemployment rate has declined 2.0 percentage points and the total number of 
unemployed people declined by 43,493. During the same period, 26,824 people found work and 16,669 
people left the labor force. 
 
The national unemployment rate for December was estimated at 6.7 percent. Driving the U.S. decline 
was a decrease in the labor force of nearly 347,000 people. 
 
Nonagricultural Employment by Industry (Seasonally Adjusted
1
) 
 
With an increase of 6,300 since last month, December’s seasonally-adjusted, non-farm payroll reached a 
year-high level of 1,913,300. This was the seventh consecutive increase since May 2013. 
 
 The largest gains were in Trade, Transportation, and Utilities (+3,200); Leisure and Hospitality 
(+3,000); and Other Services (+1,200). 
 Additional gains occurred in Manufacturing (+500) and Professional and Business Services 
(+400).  
 Industry declines were reported in Government (-1,100), along with a drop of 400 in both 
Construction and Education and Health Services.  
 
 
 
 
Since December of 2012, seasonally-adjusted, non-farm jobs were up 36,800.  
 
 Prominent gains were noted in Trade, Transportation, and Utilities (+8,100); Professional and 
Business Services (+7,500); Leisure and Hospitality (+6,900); Construction (+4,300); 
Manufacturing (+4,000); Education and Health Services (+3,000); Government (+2,500); and 
Financial Activities (+1,400). 
 Declines were seen in Other Services (-600) and Information (-200).  
 
Nonagricultural Employment by Industry (Not Seasonally Adjusted
2
) 
 
Not-seasonally adjusted non-farm payroll employment in December decreased by 2,600 over the month 
to 1,909,900. Typically, employment decreases during December as the Leisure and Hospitality industry 
winds down. A sizeable gain was noted in Trade, Transportation, and Utilities (+4,300) as the industry 
experiences a seasonal upturn. Manufacturing delivered a modest gain of 100. Leisure and Hospitality 
continued its normal seasonal downturn (-4,300). Also experiencing drops were Government (-1,800); 
Construction (-400); Education and Health Services (-400); Professional and Business Services (-300); 
Financial Activities (-300); and Information (-200). Over the year, the not-seasonally adjusted non-farm 
employment total was up 36,600 overall. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
### 
 
1
Seasonally Adjusted: Seasonal adjustment removes the effects of events that follow 
a more or less regular pattern each year (i.e. tourist-related hiring and school closings 
in the summer). These adjustments make it easier to observe the cyclical and other 
nonseasonal movements in data over time. 
 
2
Not Seasonally Adjusted: Effects of regular or seasonal patterns have not been 
removed from these data.  
December November December # % # %
Jobs by Industry 2013 2013 2012 Change Change Change Change
Total Nonfarm Employment 1,913,300 1,907,000 1,876,500 6,300 0.33% 36,800 1.92%
Construction 83,100 83,500 78,800 -400 -0.48% 4,300 5.17%
Manufacturing 224,700 224,200 220,700 500 0.22% 4,000 1.78%
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 366,500 363,300 358,400 3,200 0.87% 8,100 2.21%
Information 25,100 25,100 25,300 0 0.00% -200 -0.80%
Financial Activities 101,800 101,900 100,400 -100 -0.10% 1,400 1.38%
Professional and Business Services 240,000 239,600 232,500 400 0.17% 7,500 3.13%
Education and Health Services 213,800 214,200 210,800 -400 -0.19% 3,000 1.40%
Leisure and Hospitality 230,700 227,700 223,800 3,000 1.30% 6,900 2.99%
Other Services 69,700 68,500 70,300 1,200 1.72% -600 -0.86%
Government 354,200 355,300 351,700 -1,100 -0.31% 2,500 0.71%
December November December # % # %
Jobs by Industry 2013 2013 2012 Change Change Change Change
Total Nonfarm Employment 1,909,900  1,912,500  1,873,300  -2,600 -0.14% 36,600 1.95%
Natural Resources and Mining 3,700         3,700         3,800         0 0.00% -100 -2.63%
Construction 83,200       83,600       78,900       -400 -0.48% 4,300 5.45%
Manufacturing 225,000     224,900     221,000     100 0.04% 4,000 1.81%
Trade, Transportation, and Utilities 372,300     368,000     364,000     4,300 1.17% 8,300 2.28%
Information 25,100       25,300       25,400       -200 -0.79% -300 -1.18%
Financial Activities 101,800     102,100     100,400     -300 -0.29% 1,400 1.39%
Professional and Business Services 238,100     238,400     230,700     -300 -0.13% 7,400 3.21%
Education and Health Services 214,800     215,200     211,800     -400 -0.19% 3,000 1.42%
Leisure and Hospitality 218,700     223,000     212,000     -4,300 -1.93% 6,700 3.16%
Other Services 69,000       68,300       69,600       700 1.02% -600 -0.86%
Government 358,200     360,000     355,700     -1,800 -0.50% 2,500 0.70%
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December November December # % # %
AREA 2013 2013 2012 Change Change Change Change
Statewide 1,913,300   1,907,000   1,876,500   6,300   0.33% 36,800  1.92%
Anderson MSA 62,900       62,600       62,000       300      0.48% 900       1.43%
Charleston/North Charleston MSA 310,500     310,400     306,700     100      0.03% 3,800    1.22%
Columbia MSA 362,600     362,200     356,400     400      0.11% 6,200    1.71%
Florence MSA 85,100       84,700       84,200       400      0.47% 900       1.06%
Greenville MSA 314,200     312,400     309,800     1,800   0.57% 4,400    1.40%
Myrtle Beach/Conway/N. Myrtle Beach MSA 120,600     120,200     117,500     400      0.33% 3,100    2.57%
Spartanburg MSA 125,000     124,600     124,300     400      0.32% 700       0.56%
Sumter MSA 37,500       37,700       37,300       -200 -0.53% 200       0.53%
December November December # % # %
AREA 2013 2013 2012 Change Change Change Change
Statewide 1,909,900   1,912,500   1,873,300   -2,600 -0.14% 36,600 1.95%
Anderson MSA 63,100       62,900       62,100       200 0.32% 1,000 1.61%
Charleston/North Charleston MSA 309,200     310,500     305,400     -1,300 -0.42% 3,800 1.24%
Columbia MSA 364,100     364,200     357,900     -100 -0.03% 6,200 1.73%
Florence MSA 85,200       85,100       84,300       100 0.12% 900 1.07%
Greenville MSA 316,100     315,000     311,500     1,100 0.35% 4,600 1.48%
Myrtle Beach/Conway/N. Myrtle Beach MSA 114,600     117,300     111,500     -2,700 -2.30% 3,100 2.78%
Spartanburg MSA 126,600     126,300     125,900     300 0.24% 700 0.56%
Sumter MSA 37,700       37,700       37,500       0 0.00% 200 0.53%
Note :  Employment estimates have been rounded to the nearest hundred. Sum of detail may not equal totals due to rounding 
or the exclusion of certain industries from publication. All data are subject to revision.
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LABOR EMPLOY- LABOR EMPLOY- LABOR EMPLOY-
AREA FORCE MENT LEVEL RATE (%) FORCE MENT LEVEL RATE (%) FORCE MENT LEVEL RATE (%)
Allendale County ↑ 3,203          2,744         459        14.3        3,109         2,714          395         12.7         3,164         2,656         508        16.1        
Marion County ↓ 11,041        9,616         1,425     12.9        10,992       9,558          1,434      13.0         11,382      9,323         2,059     18.1        
Barnwell County ↓ 8,189          7,302         887        10.8        8,176         7,241          935         11.4         8,255         7,094         1,161     14.1        
Bamberg County ↓ 5,668          5,077         591        10.4        5,746         5,024          722         12.6         5,735         4,905         830        14.5        
Marlboro County ↓ 10,961        9,834         1,127     10.3        10,973       9,737          1,236      11.3         11,380      9,511         1,869     16.4        
Orangeburg County ↓ 39,334        35,536      3,798     9.7           40,148       35,211        4,937      12.3         39,416      34,313       5,103     12.9        
Dillon County ↓ 12,474        11,274      1,200     9.6           12,426       11,143        1,283      10.3         12,722      10,910       1,812     14.2        
Hampton County ↑ 7,614          6,896         718        9.4           7,513         6,839          674         9.0           7,559         6,669         890        11.8        
Chester County ↓ 14,525        13,179      1,346     9.3           14,444       13,087        1,357      9.4           14,674      12,741       1,933     13.2        
Clarendon County ↓ 11,803        10,710      1,093     9.3           11,788       10,629        1,159      9.8           12,094      10,435       1,659     13.7        
Williamsburg County ↓ 14,541        13,198      1,343     9.2           14,488       13,103        1,385      9.6           14,687      12,798       1,889     12.9        
Union County ↓ 11,108        10,093      1,015     9.1           11,050       10,014        1,036      9.4           11,342      9,820         1,522     13.4        
McCormick County ↓ 3,275          2,990         285        8.7           3,263         2,959          304         9.3           3,322         2,895         427        12.9        
Lee County ↓ 7,814          7,188         626        8.0           7,744         7,104          640         8.3           7,893         7,011         882        11.2        
Chesterfield County ↓ 18,403        16,943      1,460     7.9           18,373       16,817        1,556      8.5           18,765      16,411       2,354     12.5        
Horry County ↑ 123,704      114,077    9,627     7.8           125,384    115,699     9,685      7.7           124,252    110,553    13,699   11.0        
Cherokee County ↓ 24,745        22,838      1,907     7.7           24,700       22,695        2,005      8.1           24,986      22,151       2,835     11.3        
Colleton County ↓ 16,609        15,334      1,275     7.7           16,584       15,244        1,340      8.1           16,695      14,877       1,818     10.9        
Lancaster County ↓ 31,908        29,464      2,444     7.7           31,858       29,285        2,573      8.1           32,248      28,492       3,756     11.6        
Darlington County ↓ 29,748        27,520      2,228     7.5           29,725       27,281        2,444      8.2           30,166      27,122       3,044     10.1        
Abbeville County ↓ 10,749        9,953         796        7.4           10,719       9,880          839         7.8           10,788      9,637         1,151     10.7        
Fairfield County ↓ 10,220        9,473         747        7.3           10,235       9,433          802         7.8           10,410      9,286         1,124     10.8        
Florence County ↓ 61,992        57,531      4,461     7.2           61,640       57,033        4,607      7.5           62,548      56,700       5,848     9.3          
Georgetown County  − 29,134        27,067      2,067     7.1           29,075       27,004        2,071      7.1           29,037      26,215       2,822     9.7          
Sumter County ↓ 43,353        40,284      3,069     7.1           43,367       40,132        3,235      7.5           44,285      39,872       4,413     10.0        
Edgefield County ↓ 10,974        10,221      753        6.9           10,923       10,147        776         7.1           11,255      10,189       1,066     9.5          
Greenwood County ↓ 30,409        28,299      2,110     6.9           30,346       28,129        2,217      7.3           30,435      27,322       3,113     10.2        
York County  − 112,945      105,132    7,813     6.9           112,375    104,565     7,810      6.9           114,787    102,198    12,589   11.0        
Aiken County  − 75,681        70,586      5,095     6.7           75,143       70,076        5,067      6.7           76,758      70,370       6,388     8.3          
Oconee County ↓ 31,471        29,394      2,077     6.6           31,373       29,192        2,181      7.0           31,329      28,521       2,808     9.0          
Calhoun County ↓ 6,533          6,107         426        6.5           6,756         6,082          674         10.0         6,594         5,986         608        9.2          
Richland County ↓ 181,141      170,523    10,618   5.9           181,039    169,817     11,222   6.2           181,628    167,156    14,472   8.0          
Spartanburg County ↓ 134,761      126,798    7,963     5.9           134,441    125,906     8,535      6.3           136,878    125,522    11,356   8.3          
Jasper County ↓ 10,528        9,933         595        5.7           10,525       9,893          632         6.0           10,490      9,625         865        8.2          
Laurens County ↓ 29,876        28,161      1,715     5.7           29,916       27,948        1,968      6.6           30,372      27,686       2,686     8.8          
Anderson County ↓ 83,951        79,341      4,610     5.5           83,711       78,797        4,914      5.9           84,783      77,965       6,818     8.0          
Beaufort County ↓ 65,162        61,582      3,580     5.5           65,137       61,328        3,809      5.8           64,390      59,668       4,722     7.3          
Berkeley County ↓ 84,493        79,807      4,686     5.5           84,791       79,824        4,967      5.9           85,077      78,662       6,415     7.5          
Newberry County ↓ 18,149        17,168      981        5.4           18,031       16,983        1,048      5.8           18,061      16,607       1,454     8.1          
Dorchester County ↓ 68,894        65,243      3,651     5.3           69,188       65,257        3,931      5.7           69,173      64,307       4,866     7.0          
Kershaw County ↓ 29,189        27,674      1,515     5.2           29,194       27,559        1,635      5.6           29,533      27,127       2,406     8.1          
Pickens County ↓ 57,079        54,102      2,977     5.2           56,841       53,693        3,148      5.5           57,507      53,189       4,318     7.5          
Saluda County ↓ 8,886          8,437         449        5.1           8,894         8,402          492         5.5           8,908         8,270         638        7.2          
Charleston County ↓ 175,338      166,612    8,726     5.0           175,862    166,648     9,214      5.2           176,292    164,221    12,071   6.8          
Greenville County ↓ 226,756      215,639    11,117   4.9           225,901    214,007     11,894   5.3           227,186    211,999    15,187   6.7          
Lexington County ↓ 134,280      127,658    6,622     4.9           134,086    127,129     6,957      5.2           133,867    125,137    8,730     6.5          
Charleston MSA ↓ 328,726      311,663    17,063   5.2           329,841    311,729     18,112   5.5           330,542    307,190    23,352   7.1          
Columbia MSA ↓ 370,248      349,872    20,376   5.5           370,204    348,422     21,782   5.9           370,941    342,963    27,978   7.5          
Florence MSA ↓ 91,740        85,051      6,689     7.3           91,365       84,314        7,051      7.7           92,714      83,822       8,892     9.6          
Greenville MSA ↓ 313,712      297,902    15,810   5.0           312,657    295,647     17,010   5.4           315,064    292,873    22,191   7.0          
SEASONALLY ADJUSTED
South Carolina ↓ 2,153,569   2,011,198 142,371 6.6           2,152,797 2,000,626  152,171 7.1           2,170,238 1,984,374 185,864 8.6          
Current month's estimates are preliminary. ↑ Unemployment Rate Up
Counties are sorted by current month's unemployment rate in descending order. ↓ Unemployment Rate Down
− Unemployment Rate =
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